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English exam, 11-01-02, Part B
Wilhelm Damsleth, 10B

The misery of our lives
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Films like Star Wars and The Matrix has been seen by many people, young as well as not so young (my grandmother actually saw ten minutes of The Matrix before she fell asleep). These movies are full of action and special effects, but I think that the real reason is something else. Let’s start at the beginning, shall we?


People hate their lives. People have always hated their lives. People are miserable*1. People have always been miserable. Those are known facts. According to The Hitch Hiker’s Guide To The Galaxy, people on the Earth are mainly miserable because of the movement of small pieces of green paper, which is very funny, since the small pieces of green paper themselves are not miserable at all, actually quite happy. So, people seek happiness. Finding happiness is not easy. So, people try to suppress their misery. How does one do that? Well, there are many ways.

The first (and easiest) way to suppress your misery is to commit suicide. There are three ways to commit suicide:

The first: I know an Afghan that can help you.

Second: Call Microsoft. They’ll help just about anyone to commit suicide.

Third: Call Mr. Finnel. Read “The Hit Man” *2 for more information.

The second way is to move to the state of Missouri. I have never been there, but I think I have a great-grandaunt there, and hence, I have heard a good deal about it. It is quite nice, nothing like the name.

The third way is to go to the movies. People watch movies to get free. When you see Titanic sink, you’ll think something like: “Hey, wait a minute! Those people there are really miserable! My misery is nothing compared to theirs!” Then you will go home, feeling great. In a few days you’ll be just as miserable as before you saw the movie, trust me. This is why people rent movies. In more extreme cases, you can buy the movie. It is actually possible to watch “Titanic” four-hundred-and-sixty-two*3 times in one year. I am now assuming that you will take weekends off; if you don’t, you will die. But then again, you’ll have to be really miserable. 
But what has this got to do with “Star Wars” and “The Matrix?” The answer is quite simple. These movies (“Star Wars” and “The Matrix”) are very unrealistic, so it does not remind us of our miserable lives. They actually make us forget our lives, and, if you are smart enough, you can change your lifestyle to “The Matrix”-lifestyle. This involves running flat-out from people in suits, having a Nokia 8110 with a 7110-cover, wearing cool sunglasses even though it is very dark, and eating nothing but soggy breakfast-cereal poured from beer-taps with a fork. This lifestyle will work *4.

But I also think that these films have a message. They tell us that we must be careful of what we do. For those of you that haven’t seen “The Matrix” (these people are also called outsiders) I will tell you the story: Sometime after year 2000 (a long time after), the humans invent Artificial Intelligence (A.I.). Artificial Intelligence enables a computer or robot to think on it’s own.

When an A.I. computer is turned on, it starts like “I think, therefore I am”. After a very short period of time, the computers have taken over the Earth. The humans were now very miserable and very angry. In that time, the computers were dependent on Solar Power to survive, and it was in the human’s believe that if they scorched the sky *5, the computers would die. But they didn’t. The computers (who where brilliantly intelligent) found out that they could use the humans to make the power they needed by placing them in a Biological Electricity Power Plant. But how to keep the humans under control? They created “The Matrix”. The Matrix was a dream world into which all the humans were inserted. But a few of them broke out. And they started fighting the machines. And … and… Well, anyhow, I would recommend it. Like it or not, it is a must-see movie. And you can buy it. And Star Wars. To keep happy.

Now, I don’t want to leave you thinking that I like these movies because they have lot of special effects. But don’t get me wrong; the special effects have a lot to say. But they are not the main reason. The main reason is the brilliance. The perfectionism. The acting. The … the… I still recommend it. To keep happy.

*1: My dictionary describes misery as “a serious lack of happiness”. 


*2: “The Hit Man” was a story I wrote for the English final, may 10. 2001.


*3: The correct mathematical equation for this is (((365-(52*2)-30) (24-18)) / 3. This will become 462.


*4: I do not guarantee anything.





*5: Polluted so badly that the machines had no chance of survival








