English task: Life on a plantation

Wilhelm Damsleth, 10B
Task 9

B. Write ten questions to the text.

· Where did the slaves come from, and why?

· What part of the United States had slaves? Why?

· How long was the trip from the slaves’ home country to the U.S., and how where the slaves treated during the trip?
· What happened to them when they arrived?

· Why did people want them to work at the plantations?

· Did the plantation owners want to educate the slaves? Why/why not?
· How did the runaway slaves get food, transportation and places to hide?
· Where did they go?
· Were there any laws prohibiting slavery?
· When did slavery finally become illegal?
C. Write a short summary of the text
In the 17th century, in the southern United States, there where large farms called plantations. It was hard for the plantation owners to get people to work on their plantations, so they started to bring slaves from Africa. They did not think that it was wrong to do this. Although many areas issued laws against mistreating and injuring slaves, the crimes continued.

The slave hunters brought the slaves from Africa to America. They brutally kidnapped them from their home country and forced them onto crowded boats, heading for America. Families where often separated.

There where a lot more slaves than white people on the plantations. The owners feared that the slaves might fight back against them. They thought that brutal treatment was the only way to keep them under control. Some of the planters, however, used threats and violence only as a last choice. It was in their believe that the slaves would not rebel and work harder if they where happy.

The plantation owners did not wish for their slaves to have an education, because the slaves might use it against them. Many slaves learned in hidden schools. A secret organisation, called the Underground Railroad, helped many slaves to freedom and gave them food, transportations and hideouts. Some slaves tried to escape and travel north where there was no slavery. Many of them died.












