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1. What I know about slavery

Since earliest times slaves have been legally defined as things; therefore, they could be bought, sold, traded, given as a gift, or used to pay a debt by their owner. Mainly, slaves were brought from Africa to America and sold to plantation owners to work their plantations. This was much cheaper than getting “normal” people to work, because the slaves had no right, and hence could not demand paying. These plantations were in the southern states, where slavery was legal until the Civil War (1861 – 1865). The owners of the plantations did not wish for the slaves to have an education, because the slaves might use it against them, so there were very few slaves who had any kind of education at all.

Still, in some parts of the world, slavery is still acted out.
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2. About Martin Luther King

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta, January 1929. On December 5, 1955, five days after civil rights activist Rosa Parks refused to follow the city’s segregation rules, black residents launched a bus boycott and elected King as president of their newly formed Montgomery Improvement Association. As the boycott continued into 1996, King gained national prominence as a result of his exceptional skills and personal courage. His house was bombed, and he was convicted (along with other leaders) for conspiring to interfere with the bus company’s operations.

In 1957, seeking to build upon the success of the Montgomery boycott movement, King and other black ministers founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). As SCLC's president, King emphasized the goal of black voting rights when he spoke at the Lincoln Memorial during the 1957 Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom.

In 1958 he published his first book “Stride Toward Freedom”. At the end of 1959, he returned to Atlanta where the SCLC headquarters was located and where he also could assist his father as pastor of Ebenezer. King soon saw the need to organize a conflict-free protest campaign with SNCC. During the spring of 1963, he and his staff guided mass demonstrations in Alabama, where local white police officials were known from their anti-black attitudes. Clashes between black demonstrators and police using police dogs and fire hoses generated newspaper headlines through the world. In June, President Kennedy reacted to the Birmingham protests by agreeing to submit broad civil rights legislation to the Congress. Subsequent mass demonstrations in many communities culminated in a march on August 28, 1963. Addressing the marchers from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, King delivered his famous "I Have a Dream"-speech.
3. What is meant by “apartheid”
The purpose of apartheid was separation of the races: not only of whites from “not-white”, but also of “not-white” from each other, and, among the Africans, of one group from another. In addition to the Africans, who where 75% of the total population, those regarded as “not-white” include those people known in the country as coloured and Asian.

The people that created apartheid meant that these races would be better off if they could develop separated from each other. The “not-white” lost many rights. Many apartheid laws (like those preventing interracial marriage) were repealed in the mid 1990’s, but apartheid is “still going strong” in many countries in South Africa.
